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EXECUTI VE ORDERS

State of North Qarolina

ROY COOPER
GOVERNOR

December 08, 2020
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 181

IMPLEMENTING A MODIFIED STAY AT HOME ORDER AND REQUIRING NIGHT-
TIME CLOSURE FOR CERTAIN BUSINESSES AND ACTIVITIES FOR ALL NORTH
CAROLINIANS DURING OVERNIGHT HOURS

WHEREAS. on March 10, 2020, the undersigned issued Executive Order No. 116 which
declared a State of Emergency to coordinate the state’s response and protective actions to address
the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (“COVID-19") public health emergency and provide for the health,
safety, and welfare of residents and visitors located in North Carolina: and

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a
global pandemic: and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States issued an emergency
declaration for all states, tribes, territories, and the District of Columbia, retroactive to March 1.
2020, and the President declared that the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States constitutes a
national emergency: and

WHEREAS. on March 25, 2020. the President approved a Major Disaster Declaration,
FEMA-4487-DR. for the State of North Carolina: and

WHEREAS, in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. and for the purpose of protecting
the health, safety. and welfare of the people of North Carolina. the undersigned has issued
Executive Order Nos. 116-122. 124-125. 129-131. 133-136. 138-144, 146-153. 155-157. 161-165,
169-173, 176-177, and 180: and

WHEREAS., the undersigned has taken a science and data-driven approach to
implementing public health measures to curb the spread of the virus and to advance the state’s
economy in a safe and effective way, which is in the best interests of all North Carolinians; and

WHEREAS, on September 30, 2020, the undersigned issued Executive Order No. 169,
which transitioned the state into Phase 3 of its COVID-19 response: and

WHEREAS. concerning trends in COVID-19 metrics following the issuance of Executive
Order No. 169 led the undersigned to extend the measures of Executive Order No. 169 under
Executive Order Nos. 170, 176, and 180. and to implement further protective actions, including
reducing the mass gathering limit on indoor gatherings and requiring Face Coverings in additional
settings: and

WHEREAS, since the issuance of Executive Orders Nos. 169, 170, 176 and 180, COVID-
19 continues to spread at an alarming rate nationally and in North Carolina: and

WHEREAS, as of the date of this Executive Order, the United States is experiencing a
significant increase in the number of people diagnosed with COVID-19, currently averaging more
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EXECUTI VE ORDERS

than fifteen hundred (1,500) daily COVID-19 deaths (over a seven-day average), with more than
two hundred and eighty thousand (280.000) American lives lost since the start of the pandemic;
and

WHEREAS, the significant increase in COVID-19 case counts across the nation, and the
attendant strain on health care system capacity, has required other states and localities in recent
days and weeks to impose or reimpose stricter measures on business operations, activities, and
public and private gatherings; and

WHEREAS, in North Carolina in recent weeks COVID-19 daily diagnoses have been at
their highest point to-date since the onset of the pandemic, in part, but not entirely, because of
increased testing across the state; and

WHEREAS, despite increased testing, there have been recent and sustained increases,
compared to earlier levels, in the percent of total COVID-19 tests that are positives, the percent of
emergency department visits that are for COVID-19-like illnesses, and in the number of COVID-
19-associated hospitalizations; and

WHEREAS, in North Carolina in recent weeks, COVID-19-associated hospitalizations
have been at record highs, and daily deaths attributable to COVID-19 have been at or near record
highs; and

WHEREAS, between November 21 and December 4, 2020, over three-fourths of North
Carolina counties were experiencing “substantial (orange)” or “critical (red)” COVID-19
community spread, according to the County Alert System developed by the North Carolina
Department of Health and Human Services’ (“NCDHHS”), which evaluates a county’s COVID-
19 case counts, percent positives, and hospital capacity; and

WHEREAS, more than four hundred and four thousand (404,000) people in North
Carolina have been diagnosed with COVID-19, and more than five thousand six hundred (5,600)
people in North Carolina have died from the disease; and

WHEREAS, health care professionals and public health experts expect further increases
in the number of people diagnosed with COVID-19 and associated hospitalizations following
gatherings over the Thanksgiving holiday; and

WHEREAS, in other states, COVID-19 hospitalizations are exceeding the capacity of the
health care system to provide care, leading to deaths that could have been avoided; and

WHEREAS, it is essential that North Carolina slow down the increase in the number of
people diagnosed with COVID-19 to preserve as much as possible of North Carolina’s remaining
health care capacity; and

WHEREAS, urgent and immediate action is therefore necessary to protect the lives of
North Carolinians and to avoid further strain on the state’s health care system capacity and other
health care resources across the state; and

Required Night-Time Closure for Certain Businesses and Activities;
Stay at Home Advisory for All North Carolinians

WHEREAS, restricting the hours of operation of certain businesses, particularly
night-time hours when individuals may gather in larger numbers and engage in conduct that poses
a heightened risk of spread of COVID-19, will limit the congregation of individuals in those
establishments and therefore reduce the risk of virus spread; and

WHEREAS, for their own health and safety as well as the health and safety of their
communities, all North Carolinians are required to stay at home and travel only for work or to
obtain essential goods or services during the hours of 10:00 PM and 5:00 AM cach day for the
duration of this Executive Order; and

WHEREAS, all North Carolinians are recommended to stay at home and work from home
whenever possible; and
2
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EXECUTI VE ORDERS

WHEREAS, at all times that North Carolinians are outside of their homes, they must
engage in social distancing and wear Face Coverings while they are indoors, or if they are outdoors
and may be within six (6) feet of people who are not part of the same household; and

WHEREAS, there is an increased risk of COVID-19 spread in community events and
social gatherings when people from different households gather; and

Continued Need for a Phased, “Dimmer Switch™ Approach to Restrictions [.oosened under Phase
3 Executive Order

WHEREAS, to slow the spread of COVID-19 and reduce COVID-19 morbidity and
mortality, it remains necessary to use a phased, “dimmer switch™ approach to reducing restrictions
on businesses and activities, since the loosening of each restriction on businesses and activities
adds incremental risk and thereby increases the aggregate risk of spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, certain types of businesses by their very nature present greater risks of the
spread of COVID-19 because of the nature of the activity, the way that people have traditionally
acted and interacted with each other in that space, and the duration that people stay in the
establishment; and

WHEREAS, to lower the risk of contracting and transmitting COVID-19, the Phase 3
Executive Order imposed restrictions on certain businesses designed to limit the number of
contacts between people, particularly in settings in which people exert increased respiratory effort,
that are indoors, that involve people being in close physical contact for an extended period of time
(more than 15 minutes), or that involve a large number of people; and

WHEREAS, for the reasons stated herein and pursuant to the authority set forth below,
the undersigned finds it reasonable and necessary to continue the Phase 3 capacity limitations and
other public health restrictions for the duration of this Executive Order; and

Ph ity and i Ith Restrictions Remain in Place for the Below Venue:
Amusement Parks

WHEREAS, amusement parks feature lower risks of spreading COVID-19 in their
outdoor areas, so long as waiting lines remain socially distanced and high-touch areas are
disinfected; and

WHEREAS, amusement parks and amusement-park-like transportation may therefore
remain open, subject to capacity limitations, Face Covering requirements, measures to ensure that
people remain socially distanced, signage requirements, and cleaning requirements; and

WHEREAS, indoor rides and attractions must remain closed, because indoor rides may
bring large groups of people together, without the ability to social distance, and who may scream
or shout, spreading respiratory droplets in a confined space without air circulation; and

Bars, Night Spots. and Arenas

WHEREAS, across the country, COVID-19 spread has been repeatedly linked to Bars (as
defined below), and in many states, rises in case counts have been temporally associated with the
reopening of Bars; and

WHEREAS, in Bars, people’s risk of spreading COVID-19 is higher for many reasons,
including because people traditionally engage in activities in Bars that result in increased
respiratory effort, because people traditionally mingle in Bars and are in close physical contact for
an extended period of time, and because people are less cautious when they drink alcoholic
beverages; and

WHEREAS, these risks are mitigated, although not eliminated, in outdoor spaces where
air circulates freely; and
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